
FAME Festival Canberra 2019

 
 

FAME BULLETIN NO. 2 

Viva il Mandolino! 

Welcome to the second edition of the Fame Bulletin.  The Bulletins aim is to keep you up-to-date 

with planning for the 2019 FAME Festival in Canberra.   

Since the last Bulletin registrations have been growing with most States represented – at the time of 

writing we are still hoping to get registrations from Western Australia, Tasmania and the Northern 

Territory.  We are pleased to have received registrations from New Zealand. 

There is still time to register so please encourage your contacts and orchestras to consider 

attending.  Information and registration form can be found on the FAME Festival website at:  

http://www.fame.asn.au/next-fame-festival--canberra-in-january-2019.html   There is plenty of 

room in the festival orchestra for all sections but mandolas are especially needed to balance the 

sound! 

Last month two Canberra Mandolinists, Col Bernau and Lea O’Brien, attended Carlo Aonzo’s Summer 

Camp in Genoa Italy - a well-attended international event.  For information about Carlo, our 

conductor at FAME 2019, go to Carlo Aonzo - Teacher.  You can also find Carlo on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/carloaonzomandolin/ and various clips on YouTube. 

1. Update on Commissioned Piece 

 

Michelle Nelson is putting the final touches to our commissioned piece for the Festival.  This piece 

has been enabled by a festival grant from the FAME association.  The Canberra Organising 

Committee is most grateful for the grant and exited for the new Australian composition to be 

premiered at the festival.  You can find information about Michelle on her website at:  

www.michellenelson.com.au 

 

2. Rob Kay Tribute Evening, Thursday, 10 January 2019 

During the Festival we will pay tribute to our great friend, composer and bassist from WA, Robert 
Kay.  This will involve individual orchestras performing one or two (10-15 mins) of Rob’s pieces 
during the Festival. 

Each group or region is to identify the piece they would like to perform and send your preference to 

Ian Bull at ian.bull@homemail.com.au   as soon as you can before by 30 September 2018. 

 

  

http://www.fame.asn.au/next-fame-festival--canberra-in-january-2019.html
https://www.accademiamandolino.com/genova-2018
https://www.facebook.com/carloaonzomandolin/
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=carlo+aonzo
http://www.michellenelson.com.au/
mailto:ian.bull@homemail.com.au


2. 

Small ensembles are invited to prepare pieces.  If you do not have a group in your home location and 
would like to perform please get in touch. 

Below is a selection Rob Kay Pieces – additional pieces will be added to complete the list as they 
become available.  Orchestras should know where to access these pieces.  If not, contact Ian Bull on 
ian.bull@homemail.com.au for assistance. 

 

Composition Performed by 

Domestic Challenges  

Echidna Variations  

Elegy (for a stolen instrument)  

I’ll Be Down in Five  

Matilda Bay Sydney Mandolin Orchestra 

Mind the Gap  

Pennyglen  

Run Chase  

Whimsies  

  

Arrangements Performed by 

Bohemian Rhapsody  

Classical Gas  

Easy Winners  

Elegy COZMO 

Elizabethan Serenade  

Homeward Bound  

La Rocha  

Solace  

Wednesday’s Child COZMO 

Weeping Willow  

 

Note: 

"Run Chase", "Echidna Variations" and "Mind the Gap" to the list of Kay originals. I also have a 

couple of Rob Kay arrangements: "Easy Winners", "Solace", Weeping Willow" and La Rocha". 

Remember that Domestic Challenges is actually four pieces, and Whimsies is three pieces. 

We've probably got enough. 

 

3. 

mailto:ian.bull@homemail.com.au


3. 

 

3. Festival Concert Pieces 

The FAME Committee will finalise and distribute the Festival Concert pieces to all registered participants in 

October. 

4. Workshops and Program 

The 2019 Program will closely follow that of previous FAME Festivals.  Workshops will also be 

included on the Program.  Suggestions for workshop themes or topics are invited. 

The Program is still being finalised so if you have any ideas or suggestions for the Festival Steering 

Committee to consider email them to Ian Bull at ian.bull@homemail.com.au. 

5. Black Board Event, Tuesday, 8 January  2019 

On the Tuesday Evening (8 January 2019) there will be a ‘Black Board’ event where participants will 

have the opportunity to put their name on a list to perform. 

6. What’s on in Canberra 

Canberra is home to the Ngambri-Ngunnawal people who are the traditional custodians of the land 

on which we will be meeting. 

There is much to see and do in Canberra including visits to Parliament House, the National Library of 

Australia, the National Portrait Gallery, Old Parliament House, Australian War Memorial, National 

Library of Australia, Botanic Gardens, embassies, parks, galleries, theatres, restaurants and cafes.  

Canberra is has more restaurants and cafes per head of population than any other Capital City in 

Australia! 

The first passengers on the new light rail system are expected to travel in December 2018.  This 

means that instead of the bus it might be a rail ride to the city from Exhibition Park. 

You can find information on the Visit Canberra website at: https://visitcanberra.com.au/attractions  

I have also attached a summary prepared by Wal Jurkiewicz for our committee. 

Please stay in touch and if you have any questions at all do not hesitate to send me an email. 

We are looking forward to welcoming you to Canberra! 

Kind regards 

 

Ian Bull 

Chair, 2019 FAME Festival Steering Committee 

Phone:   02 6231 5974 (home) 

Mobile:  0417 691 404 

www.fame.asn.au  

mailto:ian.bull@homemail.com.au
https://visitcanberra.com.au/attractions
http://www.fame.asn.au/

