
FAME Festival Canberra 2019

 
 

Bulletin No. 3 

Viva il Mandolino! 

Welcome to the third edition of the Fame Festival Canberra 2019 Bulletin. 

Thank you to those who have registered.  We can now confirm the composition of the Festival 

Orchestra for 2019.   With the exception of WAMO and Mandolaide, we are pleased to have all 

FAME affiliated ensembles represented. 

Orchestra and Section Leaders. 

We have over 50 and the organising ommittee is pleased to announce the following Section Leaders 

– a great balance of youth and experience. 

Orchestra Leader in Canberra and the Firstt Mandolin section: Oliver Rathje 

Second Mandolin      Fiona Horbach 

Mandola       Col Bernau 

Guitar        Joel Woods 

Bass/Mandocello      Scott Kay 

There is still room in the Festival Orchestra in all Sections so it is not too late to register. 

Please encourage your contacts and orchestras to consider attending as registrations are still open.  

Please note that the committee has agreed to waive late fees.   Accommodation needs to be 

confirmed early December so you only have four weeks to secure on-site accommodation.  

Information and Registration Form can be found on the FAME Festival website at:  

https://famefestivalcanberra2019.com/registration/  

1. Commissioned Piece 

 

Michelle Nelson has provided the Festival Commissioned Piece “Viaggio del Mandolino” and it has 

been distributed to participants.  This is a major work that opens with a solo from Festival Conductor 

Carlo Aonzo and is a musical description of the mandolin's journey from Italy to Australia 

 

The Canberra FAME Festival Committee would like to thank the FAME Inc. for the support of this 

commissioned piece. 

 

You can find information about Michelle on her website at:  www.michellenelson.com.au 
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2. Festival Pieces 

 
An email was sent on 21 October to all current registrants with a link where seven Festival pieces are 

available for downloading.  Two other pieces (Fantasia Napoletana and Suite Imaginaria) were 

provided as attachments to that email.  If you did not receive that email, please contact the Festival 

Registrar at: famefestival2019reg@gmail.com .  Please note that there is likely to be adjustments to 

the program and culling of pieces in consultation with Carlo Aonzo and section leaders.  Newer or 

less-experienced mandolin players may wish to use the 'Mandolin 3' parts where provided 

 

3. Rob Kay Tribute Evening:  Thursday 10 January 2019 

On this night we will pay tribute to our great friend, composer and bassist from WA, Robert Kay.  
This will involve individual orchestras performing one or two (10-15 mins) of Rob’s pieces. 

Each group or region invited identify the piece they would like to perform and send your preference to 

Ian Bull at 2019fame@gmail.com as soon as possible 

Small ensembles are invited to prepare pieces.  If you do not have a group in your home location and 
would like to perform please get in touch. 

Below is a selection Rob Kay Pieces – additional pieces will be added to complete the list as they 
become available.  Orchestras should know where to access these pieces.  If not, contact Ian Bull on 
2019fame@gmail.com  for assistance. 

Title Group for Performance 
  
Compostions  
Domestic Challenges  
Echidna Variations  
Elegy (for a stolen instrument) COZMO 
I’ll Be Down in Five  
Matilda Bay Sydney Mandolin Orchestra 
Mind the Gap  
Pennyglen Canberra Mandolin Orchestra 
*Run Chase  
Whimsies  
  
Arrangements  
*Arthur and Gary  
Bohemian Rhapsody  
Classical Gas  
*Easy Winners  
Elizabethan Serenade  
Homeward Bound MIB 
La Rocha  
*Solace  
Wednesday’s Child COZMO 
*Weeping Willow  

 

Notes: 

Col Bernau has suggested the following pieces as suitable for duos/trios: 
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 Arthur and Gary - couple of Celtic pieces, scored for M1, M2, Gtr, Bass, but would work with 
guitar and mandolin. 

 Easy Winners - Joplin. Scored for M1, M2, Gtr, Bass, but would work with guitar and 2 or 
even 1 mandolins 

 Run Chase - Kay. Scored for M1, M2, Gtr, Bass, but would work with guitar/bass and  2 
mandolins 

 Solace - Joplin. Scored for M1, M2, Gtr, Bass, but would work with guitar/bass  and 
2  mandolins 

 Weeping Willows - Joplin. Scored for M1, M2, Gtr, Bass, but would work with guitar and 2 or 
even 1 mandolins 

Remember that Domestic Challenges is actually four pieces, and Whimsies is three pieces. 

Registrants unattached to ensembles should consider smaller collaborations or approaching other 

groups.  Please get in touch using contact details below for assistance where required. 

4. Workshops and Program 

The 2019 Program will closely follow that of previous FAME Festivals.  There will be a focus on 

sectionals earlier in the week.  Several workshops will also be included on the Program. 

Interest has been expressed in a classic guitar workshop and a workshop on arranging for mandolin 

ensembles and small groups.  The Program is still being finalised so if you have any ideas or 

suggestions for the Festival Steering Committee to consider email them to Ian Bull at 

2019fame@gmail.com.  

5. Blackboard Event. Tuesday 8 January  2019 

On the Tuesday there will be an in-house event where participants will have the opportunity to 

perform.  The Filipino Rondalla Rondanihan that performed at the Sydney Festival in 2015 have been 

asked to perform on this evening. 

6. Market Day and Local Luthiers 

Plans are underway for a market day for selling, buying and swapping musical items. 

Festival participants will also have the opportunity to have repairs and maintenance on their 

instruments during the festival through the attendance of local luthiers.  Luthiers will also be in 

attendance during the week to demonstrate their latest instruments. 

Details will be provided on the Festival Website as they are confirmed. 

7. Wednesday Excursion. 

 

An excursion is being planned for Wednesday 9 January to visit iconic Canberra landmarks - a very 

interesting and memorable day especially for those who haven't visited Canberra before.  Interest in 

participating in the Excursion can be registered when you arrive at the Festival.  Details will be 

posted on the Festival website when available. 

What’s on in Canberra? 

Canberra is home to the Ngambri-Ngunnawal people who are the traditional custodians of the land 

on which we will be meeting. 
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There is much to see and do in Canberra including visits to Parliament House, the National Library of 

Australia, the National Portrait Gallery, Old Parliament House, Australian War Memorial, National 

Library of Australia, Botanic Gardens, embassies, parks, galleries, theatres, restaurants and cafes.  

Canberra is has more restaurants and cafes per head of population than any other Capital City in 

Australia!  Canberra has beaten Sydney and Melbourne to be named by Lonely Planet in third place 

of the world's top ten cities to visit in 2018. 

You can find information on the Visit Canberra website at: https://visitcanberra.com.au/attractions  

Please stay in touch and if you have any questions at all do not hesitate to send me an email. 

We are looking forward to welcoming you to Canberra! 

 

Ian Bull 

Chair, 2019 FAME Festival Committee, 2019fame@gmail.com 

Phone:   02 6231 5974 (home)  Mobile:  0417 691 404 

www.famefestivalcanberra2019.com  
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