
FAME Festival Canberra 2019

 
 

Bulletin No. 4 
Viva il Mandolino! 

 
Welcome to the fourth edition of the Fame Festival Canberra 2019 Bulletin. 
If you haven’t registered yet but would like to join the Festival, there are still spaces 
available, possibly with on-site accommodation.  Following a bit of reshuffling the orchestra 
sections are now confirmed.  Thank you to those who agreed to accommodate this 
necessary step. 
Further information and the Registration Form can be found on the FAME Festival website 
at:  https://famefestivalcanberra2019.com/registration/  
 

1. Arrival pickups 
You will have already received an email from Lea O’Brien about arrangements for being 
picked up when you arrive in Canberra.  If you haven’t replied and would like to be collected 
and taken to the venue please email Lea with your details:  
famefestival2019reg@gmail.com. 

 

2. Registration 
The registration desk will be open from 2:00 pm on the Sunday, but there will be Committee 
members and volunteers on hand from the early morning.  Reminder:  lunch is not provided 
on the Sunday, but there is a garage and a golden arches a short walk from the venue. 
 
If you have any special requirements where the Committee may be able to assist please get 
in touch.  Our intent is to make the Canberra Festival fun and relaxing for everyone. 
 

3. Concert Dress Code 
The concert attire for all is black bottoms, black shoes and white top.  Men in collared shirts 
please. 
 

4. Festival Music 
All participants should have all their music by now.  If you are not sure please contact your 
section leader for as soon as possible.  

 

5. Rob Kay Tribute Evening:  Thursday, 10 January 2019 
There is a change in the program with the Sydney Mandolin Orchestra how performing the 
three part Whimsies in place of Matilda Bay.  There is still room for a few more pieces. 
Each group or region is invited to identify the piece they would like to perform.  Send your 

preference to Ian Bull at 2019fame@gmail.com as soon as possible 
Small ensembles are also invited to prepare pieces.  If you do not have a group in your 
home location and would like to perform please get in touch. 
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Below is a selection Rob Kay pieces.  If you do not know where to obtain these pieces 
contact Ian Bull on 2019fame@gmail.com for assistance. 

 

Title Group for Performance 

 

Compositions  
Domestic Challenges  
Echidna Variations  
Elegy on the loss of a longtime friend COZMO 
I’ll Be Down in Five  
Matilda Bay  
Mind the Gap  
Pennyglen Canberra Mandolin Orchestra 
*Run Chase  
Whimsies Sydney Mandolin Orchestra 
 

Arrangements  
*Arthur and Gary  
Bohemian Rhapsody  
Classical Gas  
*Easy Winners  
Elizabethan Serenade BFG Plus Group (ACT+) 
Homeward Bound MIB 
La Rocha  
*Solace  
Wednesday’s Child COZMO 
*Weeping Willow  
 

Notes: 
Col Bernau has suggested the following pieces as suitable for duos/trios: 

 Arthur and Gary - couple of Celtic pieces, scored for M1, M2, Gtr, Bass, but would 
work with guitar and mandolin. 

 Easy Winners - Joplin. Scored for M1, M2, Gtr, Bass, but would work with guitar and 
2 or even 1 mandolins 

 Run Chase - Kay. Scored for M1, M2, Gtr, Bass, but would work with guitar/bass and  
2 mandolins 

 Solace - Joplin. Scored for M1, M2, Gtr, Bass, but would work with guitar/bass and 
2  mandolins 

 Weeping Willows - Joplin. Scored for M1, M2, Gtr, Bass, but would work with guitar 
and 2 or even 1 mandolins 

  
Reminder:  Domestic Challenges is actually four pieces, and Whimsies is three pieces. 
Participants unattached to ensembles could consider smaller collaborations or approaching 
other groups.  Please get in touch using contact details below for assistance where required. 
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6. Workshops and Program 

 

The Festival Program is now available on the Festival website at: 
https://famefestivalcanberra2019.com/program-2/ 
 
The 2019 Program will closely follow that of previous FAME Festivals.  There will be a focus 
on sectionals earlier in the week.  Two workshops have been included on the Program to 
date.  Graham McDonald, local luthier and author, has confirmed his attendance on Monday, 
7 January in the morning.  He will be available to participants at “mates rates” to make 
adjustments and condition appraisals on instruments.  He will also be around during the 
week and presenting a workshop on basic mandolin set-ups later in the week.  The 
committee is still seeking other expressions of interest on subjects of interest for attendees. 
 
Other workshops are being considered and to be confirmed. 
 

7. Blackboard Event:  Tuesday, 8 January 2019 

 
On the Tuesday there will be an in-house event where there will be will an opportunity to 
perform from within and outside the mandolin realm.  So if you can sing, dance, recite a 
poem or play hurdy-gurdy this is the night for you.  

 
The Filipino Rondalla Rondanihan that performed at the Sydney Festival in 2015 will also 
perform for us on this evening. 

 

8. Market Day 

 
During the camp there will be a trading day event where attendees are invited to sell, swap 
or trade instruments surplus to requirements.  I am pretty sure there are a few of these out 
there. 

 

9. Wednesday Night – History of Italian Mandolin 

 
After dinner on the Wednesday evening, Carlo is going to present a history of the Italian 
Mandolin.  Members of the public are invited to join us at Canberra Park for the evening.  
While Carlo is with us we are seeking to connect him as much as possible with the Italian 
and wider community. 

 

10. Wednesday Excursion 
 
An excursion to visit iconic Canberra landmarks is confirmed for Wednesday, 9 January 
2019 - a very interesting and memorable day especially for those who haven't visited 
Canberra before.  Following a morning rehearsal participants will be picked up by the local 
Red Bus Explorer Hop on-Hop off Bus Company who will provide a coach to ferry just our 
group to national institutions such as the War Memorial, National Gallery and Parliament 

House.  The tour will conclude at 5:00 pm back at Canberra Park.  The cost is $25.  A 
packed lunch will be available from the Canberra Park venue.  The Committee needs to 

confirm numbers as soon as possible so please email Ian 2019fame@gmail.com you 
would like to attend this excursion.  You can pay when you get to Canberra but if you would 
prefer to pay by EFT now please ensure you include a clear reference when making the 
payment.  FAME 2019 Commonwealth Bank BSB 062904, Account 1055 8937. 
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11. FAME Festival Finale Concert 

 

Saturday, 12 January 2019.  7.30pm 

The Albert Hall, Commonwealth Avenue, Yarralumla 
 
Tickets for the Finale Concert are now on sale - Full: $25, Concession: $20,  16 years and 
under: $10. 
 
Tickets can be booked by: 

 

Phone:  0421 043 082 or 0411 253 256 (call or text) 

Email: famefestival2019reg@gmail.com  (Subject line: ‘Concert tickets’) 
Please provide your name, contact details and number of tickets and we will advise payment 
options.  . Payment at the time of booking will secure your seats. 
 

Online via Eventbrite (note fees apply):  https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/fame-festival-
canberra-2019-concert-tickets-52954300739 
 

12. Social media 

 
The FAME Festival is on Facebook and Twitter 

Twitter:  @FAME2019 

Facebook:  @FAME2019Canberra 
 
Please help promote the concert by commenting, sharing and retweeting! 
 

13. What’s on in Canberra? 
 
Canberra is home to the Ngambri-Ngunnawal people who are the traditional custodians of 
the land on which we will be meeting. 

 
There is much to see and do in Canberra including visits to Parliament House, the National 
Library of Australia, the National Portrait Gallery, Old Parliament House, Australian War 
Memorial, National Library of Australia, National Botanic Gardens, embassies, parks, 
galleries, theatres, restaurants and cafes.  Canberra is has more restaurants and cafes per 
head of population than any other Capital City in Australia!  Canberra has beaten Sydney 
and Melbourne to be named by Lonely Planet in third place of the world's top ten cities to 
visit in 2018. 
 

You can find information on the Visit Canberra website at: 
https://visitcanberra.com.au/attractions  

 
Please stay in touch and if you have any questions at all do not hesitate to send me an 
email. 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming you to Canberra in January 2019! 

 

Ian Bull 
Chair, 2019 FAME Festival Committee, 2019fame@gmail.com 
Phone:   02 6231 5974 (home)   
Mobile:  0417 691 404 
www.famefestivalcanberra2019.com  
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