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Australasia’s largest mandolin orchestra to hit Canberra in January 

Over 60 mandolin players from Australia and New Zealand will converge on Canberra in early January to participate 
in FAME (Federation of Australasian Mandolin Ensembles) Mandolin Festival 2019. 

These 60 plus musicians will form the largest mandolin orchestra in the southern hemisphere and rehearse for a 
week, culminating in a grand performance at the Albert Hall on Saturday 12 January. 

“This is a big win for Canberra and will bring joy and happiness to the national capital during a traditionally quiet 
time,” FAME Mandolin Festival 2019 Musical Director, Col Bernau, said. 

The festival will run from 6 January to 13 January 2019 and will be led by virtuoso Italian mandolinist, Maestro Carlo 
Aonzo, from Savona, Italy. 

Carlo Aonzo is an internationally recognized mandolinist and conductor who has performed with prestigious 
institutions as the Philharmonic Orchestra of La Scala in Milan (Italy), the Nashville Chamber Orchestra (USA), the 
McGill Chamber Orchestra in Montreal (Canada), the Philharmonia of San Petersburg (Russia) and the Minsk 
Chamber Soloist (Belarus), and in the Schleswig-Holstein Musik Festival (Germany).  

“Carlo teaches seminars and workshops worldwide.  Since 2000 he has led the annual Manhattan Mandolin 
Workshop in New York and in 2006 he founded the International Italian Mandolin Accademia.  Several of our 
musicians have travelled overseas to attend Carlo’s Accademia and have gained enormous experience from doing 
so.  We are very lucky to have someone of his calibre,” Col said. 

“The musical theme for the festival will be the ‘mandolin’s journey from Italy to Australia’. The repertoire will 
include Italian and Australian compositions and the world premiere of a major work by Australian composer 
Michelle Nelson,” Col said. 

There will be just one opportunity to hear the FAME Festival Orchestra, conducted by Carlo Aonzo, including a 20 
minute virtuosic performance by the master himself.  This will be at the FAME Festival Finale Concert on Saturday 
12 January at the Albert Hall from 7pm (see ticket information below). 

This will be a busy and exciting week for all the musicians participating in this unique musical festival, and we look 
forward to sharing our music with a large Canberra audience in the Albert Hall on 12 January 2019. 

Tickets can be purchased through EventBrite at: 
 https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/fame-festival-canberra-2019-concert-tickets-52954300739 . 
 

Media enquiries: Tim Benson 0402 900 402 or tim.benson@manbitesdog.com.au   

Further information:  Ian Bull:  0417 691 404 / Col Bernau:  0411 253 256 
Festival website:  https://famefestivalcanberra2019.com  
Twitter:  @FAME2019 Facebook:  @FAME2019Canberra  #FAME2019 
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